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should look for friends elsewhere. He did not approve
of England, or indeed any nation, being on warmer
terms than distrustful caution with other Powers, and
there had been manifestations of goodwill among them
which distressed him. The French fleet, under Admiral
Gervais, had been paying a visit to Russia, where Tsar
Alexander III had given it a welcome that might almost
be taken as an unfriendly act towards Germany. Now,
on the fleet's return to France, the British Government
invited it to put in at Portsmouth, and a programme had
been drawn up which roused the Emperor's suspicions.
The French officers were to dine with the Queen, and
she intended to review the French fleet and her own at
Spithead. This was rather awkward, for her two grand-
children, Prince Henry of Prussia, the Emperor's sailor
brother, and his wife Princess Irene of Hesse, would be
staying at Osborne when the French fleet arrived. It
would be a matter of the deepest offence to William if
Prince Henry's visit was postponed, and, on the other
hand, French sensibilities would be much offended if a
German prince took any part in the reception of the
French fleet. The Queen referred this difficult conun-
drum to Lord Salisbury, who could only suggest that,
when the French dined with her, her German grand-
children should have dinner in another room, and of
course they would not accompany her to the review.
But a more ingenious plan was evolved, and it was settled
that they should go for a cruise down the Channel in the
Prince of Wales's yacht, the Aline, while the Queen was
engaged with her French visitors. They set off before
the enemy arrived and, returning next day when the
review was over, had the tact not to ask their grandmother
what she had been doing with herself. They would not